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Article dated August 31, 1960 reads: “THRONG AWAITS 
SHOTS — Here is portion of crowd which descended upon  
Glendale Federal building, background, to receive polio 
shots Monday evening. Line of youngsters and adults 
extended two city blocks. Polio clinic was sponsored by 
Soroptimists.” 

The Soroptimist Singers 

“Learn to Swim” program for children under 14 
years old, one of SI Glendale’s early projects. 

Crowning a “Little King and Queen” from the 
 “Learn to Swim” program. 



 

 

 

 

“Working to improve the lives of women and girls through 

programs leading to social and economic empowerment.”   
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as “Mom” to many of us), who passed away in 2014, for starting this work of 
history and to Past President and GEM Edith M. Fuentes for pushing to get the 
history originally into publication in 1997 and then joining forces with member 
Debbie Mallon in 2017 to update the information for re-publication in 2018 in 
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accomplishments we have achieved throughout our history and the positive 
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SOROPTIMISTS… Making a Difference 

We are the “BEST for WOMEN” because we accept the challenge to be the best! 
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Through the Years… 
 

On April 16, 1943, the Glendale club with nineteen original members was chartered by 
Soroptimist International of Beverly Hills. It was a gala affair held at the exclusive Oakmont 
Country Club in Glendale. Many dignitaries were present to honor our first Officers and Board. 

 

Rose McNally was installed as the first President (1943-45), and served for two years. Her 
granddaughter, Rose Marie Haight and great granddaughter, Linda Marie Plush, became 
members of Soroptimist clubs too, which seems to prove that Soroptimist does get into the 
blood. Also, we have had a mother-daughter team, Genevieve Sultenfuss and Julie Burroughs-
Shermer, both Past Presidents of the club, who jointly received the Women Helping Women 
Awards in 1993. Later in early 2012, Past President Lynne Raggio and daughter Lisa Raggio 
became the second mother-daughter duo in the club. 

 

Since we were chartered during war years, our service objectives were geared for that period. 
We sold $35,000 in war bonds, a large amount during those days. We also raised money for the 
third Iron-Lung in the United States and devoted many service hours in other war-related 
efforts to help other community groups. 

 

We subsequently chartered three new clubs: S.I. Burbank, S.I. San Bernardino and S.I. Sunland-
Tujunga. We also acquired a Sister Club, S.I. of Leeuwarden in Holland. For many years, we 
exchanged correspondences, visitations and gifts with our Holland club sisters. It is very 
interesting to note that we had a pair of twins from Holland in our membership for a time. 
Helen Rassmann continued communications with SI Leeuwarden until she left the club. 

 

From time to time, we changed our mode of raising service funds. One we used for many years 
was making holiday fruit cake from our 1955 President, Dorothy Dunlap’s 100-year old recipe. 
A talented musician and piano teacher, Past President Dorothy wrote the music and words to 
several of our club songs. She directed us whenever we sang those songs at our Soroptimist 
conferences and conventions. Well-known and loved throughout the Region, Dorothy moved 
out of Glendale but remained a member of our club. 

 

Getting back to the fruit cake, we had “Fun Sticky Parties” as we called them, at members’ 
homes or places of business. We weighed fruits and nuts into batches for members to take home 
and bake. In 1967, Soroptimist International of Glendale donated and presented to the City of 
Glendale a small triangular piece of land and income from those fruit cake sales allowed us to 
build a beautiful three-tiered fountain for the City of Glendale at the corner of Brand and 
Glenoaks Boulevard. Later, the area was redesigned to match the landscaping of the new Red 
Lion Hotel (now the Hilton Hotel) and the original fountain was replaced with a ground 
fountain and low reflecting pool. Now the area is a soil garden, however a brass plaque still 
remains on site located on the low wall to commemorate this event and reads: “Presented to the 
City of Glendale by the Soroptimist Club of Glendale 1967.” SI Glendale will be gathering at 
the location on the occasion of our 75th anniversary as a club on April 16, 2018. 
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Another successful fundraiser was our Annual Fashion Show. Originally, proceeds were 
earmarked to the Hear Foundation. Later fundraisers benefitted the Salvation Army and 
Catholic Youth as well. Additionally, we gave monetary support for many years to the Glendale 
Symphony Association, YWCA, American Red Cross, Foundation for the Junior Blind, 
Wellness Community, Meals on Wheels, Association for the Retarded (now known as The 
Campbell Center), Glendale Unified School District, Ronald McDonald House, Visiting Nurses 
Association, Glendale Community Center, Glendale Public Library, YMCA, Girl Scouts, Camp 
Fire Council, Glendale Police, Center for the Blind, Hear Center, Soroptimist Village and many 
other deserving groups. Twice, we have even sponsored a women’s baseball team.   

 

Of our many Fashion Shows, none was as elegant and exciting as the one celebrating our 50th 
Birthday in 1993. It was a luncheon at the Red Lion Hotel with Nordstrom putting on a 
fabulous show. Our invitations, programs and table favors were decorated in gold and white. 
The theme was “Women of Many Hats” with each table featuring hat boxes filled with flowers 
as centerpieces. Many members wore hats and we sold chances on a week’s stay in Hawaii, a 
$100 Money Hat and many other wonderful prizes. We still get a glow of pride when we recall 
that great event during President Lynne Raggio’s term (1992-1993). 

 

One of our early projects was a “Learn to Swim” program for children under 14 years of age. It 
was rewarding and lots of fun as we crowned a Little King and Queen each year. Since 1980, in 
conjunction with the Glendale Unified School District (GUSD) and our local schools, we also 
sponsor an Annual Spelling Bee Contest, a tradition that continues to this day. For students in 
their last two years of high school, we gave Youth Citizenship Awards (YCA), which were 
awards of merit for youth service and outstanding contributions to their homes, schools and 
communities (later known as “Violet Richardson Awards” and now discontinued). We also 
have a Training Awards Program (TAP) that aids mature women who must enter or return to 
the job market and who need additional training and education to upgrade their employment 
status (later known as “Women’s Opportunity Award” and now called the “Live Year Dream 
Award”). 

 

In 1971, we organized “S” Clubs in our three public high schools under the leadership of our 
1962 President, Elta Rice. She was a musician and piano teacher, and our club pianist. “S” 
Clubs were service clubs for high school students in our communities. We no longer have “S” 
Clubs, but during their existence they were a good influence on the girls. Past President Elta 
was honored in 1977 with an appreciation luncheon at which the “S” Clubs provided the 
program. Elta composed the “S” Girls Song which was sent to the Soroptimist Foundation of 
the Americas in 1972. Although over 90 years of age, Elta remained a member of Soroptimist 
(was still a member in 1997). 

 

Through the years, we have enjoyed members of all ages in our club. However two of our 
members have the distinction of reaching the 100 year mark — Past President Genevieve 
Sultenfuss (1969-1970) and Past President Margaret Alm (1972-1973). Over three hundred 
guests, including seventeen SI Glendale members and seven former members, attended 
Genevieve’s 100th Birthday Bash on August 15, 2010 at the Glendale Elk’s Lodge, among 
other celebrations of her birthday. Sadly, Genevieve passed on at the age of 104 in November 
2014. Margaret Alm, not only a past president but also the first recipient of our Laurel Legacy 
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in 1996-1997 (Genevieve was the second recipient), passed away just four days shy of her 101st 
birthday in April 2017. We learned so much from these two amazing ladies, who were 
longstanding members. Both Genevieve and Margaret achieved over 50 years of Soroptimist 
membership. They are surely missed!  

 

Years ago, we contributed to Soroptimist Village, a senior retirement home located in Norwalk, 
CA. We helped to erect a unit there and we sponsored a resident. Our name appears on Unit 
#13. The bigger news is, after 10 years of hard work and going through red tape, the 
perseverance and expertise of our 1976 President, Marlene Roth and her committee paid off as 
we celebrated the opening of The Gardens, a 75-unit housing for low income seniors in 
Glendale. Official application for a permit started in 1983 when Dr. Georgia McAninch was 
President. For many years, we held our Board and Committee meetings there and have a special 
“Soropti-WALL” cabinet, built in October 1996, which was designed and constructed under the 
supervision of our 1996 President Edith M. Fuentes. This is where we store many of our 
records, awards, documents and other supplies. 

 

The City of Glendale is honored to have the designation of Tree City – USA, so each year on 
Arbor Day our club has a history of donating a tree in honor of one of our members. The 
first recipient was Margaret Bell in 1959 and to date we have honored sixty-three members with 
trees. In recent years, the club has expanded this tradition to purchasing two trees to honor two 
deserving members. Glendale Beautiful, in collaboration with the City of Glendale, holds the 
Arbor Day ceremony at the beautiful and historic Casa Adobe de San Rafael. Many of our 
members make the effort to attend in support of the SI Glendale honorees. Certificates are 
awarded on that day with the trees typically planted later in the year in late fall. SI Glendale is 
notified of the locations of the trees so the honorees, their family and friends have the 
opportunity to have their photograph taken with their tree. 

 

Soroptimist International of Glendale also donated $500 to help build a beautiful Japanese Tea 
House in Brand Park, a city park, and in 1994 we became a partner in Glendale’s very first 
Habitat for Humanity project. 

 

In addition, SI Glendale sponsored a Senior Service Club for many years. Members, some of 
whom were mothers of our Soroptimist members, met regularly, supported our projects and 
created some of their own projects to help us raise money. Each year they elected a 
representative we called Club Mother, and some of us had “secret pals” among them. 

 

In some past years, as membership and attendance began to decline, we held special meetings to 
take stock of ourselves and made necessary changes. Instead of meeting weekly, every 
Wednesday, we now meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month and Board meetings are 
held on the 4th Thursday. We also changed our meeting place periodically throughout the years, 
meeting for many years at the Red Lion Hotel, which later became the Glendale Hilton Hotel. 
We additionally tried meeting at Clancy’s Crab Broiler (a local Glendale restaurant) and 
currently have met at the Oakmont Country Club for the past several years. 
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Our 1994 President, Julie Burroughs-Shermer was a “Women Helping Women” awardee and a 
dynamic prospective member recruiter. She organized Prospective Member Receptions and 
New Member Orientation meetings, which resulted in twenty-five new enthusiastic members, 
plus a transferee for a total of sixty-eight members in 1996. 

 

In 1995, the “new life” in our club helped us put on a great fundraiser, a Roaring 20’s Party 
with casino, music, singing and dancing, and lots of prizes. The event was held at the Wine 
Vault, owned by Past President Nancy Hathaway. It was so successful that we repeated it in 
1996 under the leadership of our Ways and Means Chair, Edith M. Fuentes. Without much 
work, we netted over $13,000. The Service Committee had fun that year distributing $$$ to 
those who applied for funding. 

 

For a time, we annually presented Human Rights/Advancing the Status of Women Recognition 
Awards following SIA guidelines. Our 1996 “Women Helping Women” category awardee, 
Sylvia Hines, Executive Director of Glendale YWCA, and one of our members, was the 
Region winner honored at the Spring Conference held in Cerritos, CA on April 26-27, 1996.  

 

We are also proud that our previous club recipient, Business Life Magazine (BLM), after 
winning at Region level, was selected by SIA to receive the National Award for Business and/
or Organization Advancing the Status of Women. On June 22, 1996, BLM Publisher, John 
Krikorian and son, Greg Krikorian, received the award during the Making a Difference 
Luncheon at SIA’s June 21-24, 1996 Biennial Convention held in Anaheim, CA. Thus, begun 
the relationship between Business Life Magazine & SIA-CRR, which continues to this day. 

 

We are additionally proud to have hosted the October 12-13, 1996 Camino Real Region Fall 
Educational Conference which gave us the best excuse to party because it was Camino Real 
Region’s 75th Year Anniversary as well. It was then that this SIG history originally started to 
be compiled. 

 

We were fortunate to have talented and hardworking 1992 President, Lynne Raggio as Chair of 
the 1996 Fall Conference Committee. Together, Past President Lynne along with the committee 
members (Past President Yasmin Beers, Marlene Roth and Soroptimist friend Janelle Williams) 
successfully put the conference together. Special recognition also goes to Past President Lynne 
Raggio, Marlene Roth, Past President Yasmin Beers and Soroptimist friend Janelle Williams 
for helping with the Region’s 75th Anniversary Commemorative Book of 1997. 

 

Although Soroptimist clubs are service oriented, we still find time to socialize, necessary to 
build friendship and encourage networking. So, we have a summer party, annual holiday party 
and other socializing opportunities like Soroptimixers that include family and friends. In the 
past, we also had a fun evening tradition every year inducting our Immediate Past President as 
an “I.H.B.” – Illustrious Has Been. 

 

Since participation is the price of membership, we gave awards for high attendance. In fact, we 
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are proud to have two Past Presidents, Genevieve Sultenfuss (1969-1970) and Margaret Alm 
(1972-1973), who achieved perfect attendance for several decades — more than 30 years! 

 

1996 President, Edith M. Fuentes, with her theme “Reaching for the Stars” gave us a 
wonderful and exciting year. The club received many awards and recognition. To name a few: 
from the City of Glendale – three proclamations recognizing the week of October 7-13, 1996 as 
Soroptimists Week in Glendale, March 8, 1997 as International Women’s Day and June 1-7, 
1997 as International Volunteers Week. 

 

The club received Certificates of Recognition from the Mayor for receiving the President’s 
Advisory Council “Community Service Award” on September 16, 1996 and Special 
Commendation - “Certificate of Achievement Award” by the Glendale Community Relations 
Coalition for promoting on-going community relations and harmony and for promoting 
diversity in our community.  Lastly, a plaque was presented to SI Glendale from the City of 
Glendale Police Department for our active sponsorship of their “COPPS FOR KIDS” program. 

 

1996-1997 was a good year for us. We inducted thirteen new members, including transfers, 
bringing our membership total to seventy-five members, coinciding with our Camino Real 
Region’s anniversary. This was one of the highest numbers of members we have achieved. 

 

It was also during President Edith’s term that SI Glendale recognized its first member with 
induction into the Laurel Society, a way for clubs to recognize extraordinary members whose 
contributions of time and talent make them stand out. Margaret Alm was the first SI Glendale 
recipient and to date twenty-six members have been inducted into the prestigious Laurel Society 
by consensus of a committee formed of past inductees. The twenty-seventh will be inducted in 
June of 2018 at the Installation Luncheon. 

 

Our very own 1983 President, Dr. Georgia McAninch was also the 1997 “Women Helping 
Women” awardee and she additionally was presented with a plaque of recognition by the 
Camino Real Region at the April 18-19, 1997 Spring Conference held in Ventura for all the 
tips, time, effort and energy she had given to help “boost” membership in other clubs within the 
Region.  Our club received a patch to add to our club banner for sponsoring other SI clubs. 
President Edith also received a Quality Leader Pin, we placed 2nd on the Publicity Award and 
qualified for SIA Annual Club Award. At the time the newsletter was newly formatted and 
served as a good tool for keeping in touch with other members. Since then, Debbie Mallon, who 
has been the Editor of Soroptimusings for the past nine years, has grown the newsletter to 
twelve pages and it is often accompanied by photo scrapbooks of our various events. Also back 
in 1997, we finally gained our own home page on the internet. Our current website is 
www.soroptimistglendale.com and is administered by web mistress Tatiana Gasparyan. 

 

SI Glendale also fully supported the Soroptimist Position as agreed by the Soroptimist 
International Board on the Rights of the Girl Child made in the Platform for Action and pledges 
its full continuing support. 
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In 2002, SIA entered a float into the Rose Parade thanks in large part to our own GEM Sandy 
Schultz who was just coming off her term as Camino Real Region Governor (2000-2002) and 
into the role of Rose Parade Float Chair for 2002 & 2003. Sandy confessed to being the 
“instigator” for a float. Edith Fuentes was the CRR Governor at the time. As Rose Parade 
commentator Stephanie Edwards reported during the live broadcast, “Now, Soroptimist 
International makes its first appearance in the tournament of roses this year with its float, 
entitled "Women Making a Difference." Mother Goose and a cast of characters from her stories 
populate this entry. Among them, Little Boy Blue, Little Bo Peep, the Cat and the Fiddle, and of 
course, Humpty Dumpty. They represent the Soroptimist commitment in making a difference in 
the lives of women from childhood through adulthood. Lots of straw flowers and shaved 
coconut used here along with everlasting white straw flowers, a variety of seeds -- all went into 
making the downy texture of Mother Goose.” Stephanie Edwards would later be the featured 
speaker at the April 2007 SIG program meeting held at the Hilton, which was well-attended. 

 

SIA’s second Rose Parade float entry for 2003 was titled “Dare to Dream” and the overall 
parade theme was “Children’s Dreams, Wishes and Imagination.” GEM Edith Fuentes has 
beautifully framed photographs of both SIA parade entries proudly displayed in her home. 

 

Notable to President Sandra “Sandy” Schultz during her two terms as President are almost 
losing the President’s Pin to fire, and attending her first SIA convention in Kyoto, Japan. It was 
also the year we received variances, the conditional use permit and environmental clearance 
from the City of Glendale on The Gardens senior housing project, a major step forward. 

 

One cherished SI Glendale tradition is the bestowing of the Past President’s Pin from the 
outgoing President to the newly installed President as part of the annual Installation ceremony 
at the Installation Luncheon. President Sandy Schultz (1989-1990) had the unfortunate 
experience of having her house burn down on the last day of her Presidency, but luckily the 
irreplaceable President’s Pin had already been transferred to incoming President Joan Allan! 

 

During President Sandy’s second term, the club won the SIA Award for Membership 
Recruitment thanks to our creation of the clever Menu of Service Opportunities, Sandy’s 
idea. The menu provided a listing of a wide variety of service opportunities in the form of a 
“menu” of appetizers, entrees and desserts that members could select to help fulfill 
Soroptimist’s mission through our club projects.   

 

Also under President Sandy’s leadership, we started the discussion of producing the staged 
reading of the play “Body & SOLD” as a SI Glendale and Camino Real Region Project. A 
wonderful partnership formed in 2008 when GEM Sandy Schultz approached member Jill 
Lewis about producing “Body & SOLD,” a documentary play on human trafficking after she, 
Margo Bottcher and Kathy Lefkovits saw it at the SIA Annual Convention in Philadelphia and 
were deeply moved by portions of it. A small committee was formed, Glendale Community 
College was selected as the venue, a performance date was set, marketing materials were 
produced and a director was brought on board. It didn’t matter that Sandy and Jill had NO 
experience in this type of project – Soroptimists are “go getters” and lack of experience never 
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stands in the way! It also helped that GEM Sandy’s husband, Doug, took on the role of mentor 
in guiding club members and student actors to a successful production. 

 

This brings up the subject of Soroptimisters. Soroptimisters are the men in the lives of 
Soroptimist members. They are fathers, brothers, uncles, sons, male friends and colleagues, but 
mostly husbands and boyfriends. These fine men often work behind the scenes supporting our 
many endeavors. They help to make our events a success and then they join in with us on the 
fun. You will find them helping with set-up at “Bras for a Cause” and supporting our Wine 
Tasting fundraiser. Our Soroptimisters can be found barbequing and serving up drinks at our 
Annual Summer Party, dressed in festive attire for our Annual Holiday Party, and co-hosting 
our Soroptimixers. While looking through our archives, we even found that at one time 
Soroptimisters had their own button style badge printed with their name and “SOS” which 
stood for “Social Order of Soroptimisters.” Indeed, we are ever grateful for the Soroptimisters 
in our lives and all they do to help make our club and our mission a success. 

 

President Sandy Schultz (1989-1990 & 2008-2009), was one of several very dedicated SI 
Glendale members that served two or more terms as President. The distinction of being the first 
to hold two terms goes to President Wilma Whaley who first served in 1973-1974 and again in 
1982-1983. Other members serving multiple terms are: Beverley Scott (2001-2002 & 2002-
2003), Lou Rhodes (2004-2005, 2005-2006, 2006-2007), and Liz Mirzaian (2010-2011 & 2011
-2012). 

 

President Joan Allan (1990-1991) attended the SIA Conference in Kyoto, Japan along with 
Sandy Schultz who went as the club delegate. Joan cites the conference as one of the highlights 
of her year. Her President’s Theme focused on environmental awareness “A Choice for the 
90’s” and a successful project during her term was the revitalization of the Edison Elementary 
School playground. SI Glendale planted citrus trees and a vegetable garden near the 
school’s special education bungalow. Along with students and parents, SI Glendale members 
added a basketball court and painted a mural on the wall facing the playground in addition to 
adding benches, planting flowers and creating a “yellow brick road.” 

 

A well-respected local realtor, President Kathy Lefkovits (2003-2004) came up with the theme 
“Sold on Soroptimist” for her term. It would soon become her job to sell SI Glendale members 
on her idea of featuring decorated bras as a fundraiser. Eyebrows shot up and skepticism 
abounded as President Kathy pitched the idea to the club. Then Past President Joan Allan 
offered up a decorated bra idea featuring the scales of justice and the wheels started turning in 
member’s heads. The first “Bras for a Cause” was held in 2004 and we were astonished to 
receive 83 decorated bra entries! The event went on to become our premier, signature 
fundraiser bringing in the majority of funds for breast cancer awareness and breast cancer 
services, as well as for our service grants and other projects—all thanks to the creative genius 
of President Kathy Lefkovits. 

 

The first few “Bras for a Cause” events did not center around a theme as did later events. 
Having a theme helped to give the fundraiser artistic direction and the creator of bras ideas for 
decoration. Themes throughout the years have included: Bras for a Cause Goes to the Movies 
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(2006-2007), Bras for a Cause Goes on Vacation (2007-2008), Bras for a Cause Goes to 
Work (2008-2009), Bras for a Cause Salutes Television (2009-2010), Bras for a Cause 
Celebrates the Arts (2010-2011), Bras for a Cause Celebrates Holidays (2011-2012), Bras for 
a Cause Celebrates a Decade of Giving (2012-2013), Bras for a Cause Celebrates Women 
Throughout the Ages (2013-2014), Bras for a Cause Loves Fairy Tales (2014-2015), Bras for 
a Cause Celebrates Women Around the World (2015-2016), Embrace the Goddess in You 
(2016-2017) and Diamond’s are a Girl’s Best Friend (2017-2018) for the 15th Anniversary of 
Bras for a Cause and the 75th Anniversary of Soroptimist International of Glendale. Looking 
back over our 15 year history of “Bras for a Cause,” we can be proud that we have raised and 
distributed over a half a million dollars! 

 

As mentioned earlier, several members have served multiple terms as President, but only Lou 
Rhodes has the distinction of serving three terms, back to back from 2004-2007. Her 
President’s themes centered around patriotism, heart, and flowers (no surprise there as a florist 
and flower shop manager for thirty-three years!).  

 

The year 2004-2005 found President Lou Rhodes off to a patriotic Installation with her theme 
“Red, White and Blue….Soroptimist Pride.” She still remembers the charge GEM Sandy 
Schultz gave her of the Qualities of a Soroptimist: Loyalty, Concern, Dedication, Honor, 
Enthusiasm, Hope and the most important, LOVE. President Lou and her Board went to work 
planning a wonderful year starting off with a terrific patriotic-themed summer party at Casa 
Adobe de San Rafael, held on a sunny Sunday afternoon, complete with a water balloon toss, 
watermelon eating contest, delicious food, and even board games. Later in the summer, the 
club enjoyed “Evening in the Park” at Verdugo Park, featuring live music and dancing as well 
as a delicious potluck dinner supplied by members.   
 
 
The year continued with lots to do for meetings, Camino Real Region events, Service Awards 
Luncheon and the Accolades Awards Luncheon. Much time was spent getting ready for our 
second “Bras for a Cause” fundraiser in April with lots of tweaking of things to make the event 
even better than the previous year’s inaugural evening. The club received the Camino Real 
Region’s annual “Membership Award” for the largest percentage of new members – twelve 
ladies joined Soroptimist International of Glendale! SIA notified the club that they were in the 
top three finalists for their prestigious “Celebrating Success Award” for “Bras for a Cause” – 
the largest fundraiser in the club’s history. President Lou initiated her “Soroptimist of the 
Month” award for a member who had gone over-and-above and the selected member was 
rewarded with a small patriotic themed gift. It was a year of great teamwork by the Board, 
committees, members and President Lou, one they can truly be proud of! 
 
 
In 2005-2006, the theme “Bloom Where You’re Planted” came into view as President Lou 
Rhodes accepted the nomination to take a second term.  She kept right on going with the work 
of SIG with part of the Board staying on while new officers were welcomed on board. The club 
continued with their activities and fundraising, including a third year of “Bras for a Cause.” 
After the initial reaction that the idea of decorated bras “would never fly” in Glendale, who 
would have ever thought that a few short years later members would be going around town 
with decorated bras to advertise their event, taking them even to City Council meetings!   
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 It was during the 2005-2006 term that President Lou felt it was time to put the funds to work 
that were in the Special Projects account. She called for a meeting of the past presidents, who 
make up the Special Projects committee, to start looking for deserving projects we could 
support. The meetings spilled over to the 2006-2007 year and the club was thrilled to consider 
funding several important projects.   
 
 
As the 2006-2007 year approached, a new precedent was set. President Lou Rhodes accepted 
the Presidency for a third term, something that had never before happened in the club’s history. 
President Lou’s new theme for her third term was “Dear To Our Hearts.” As the year went on 
another precedent was set – the club was able to distribute nearly $100,000 from its Special 
Projects and Service funds to various organizations and projects. Club Treasurer, Beverley 
Scott, even asked if we couldn’t find just one more project to fund so we would go over the 
$100,000 mark! The Special Projects fund granted requests to:  the YWCA “H.E.R.” program 
in the amount of $5,000, SIA to launch their “STOP” Trafficking awareness campaign in the 
amount of $25,000, the City of Glendale’s Commission on the Status of Women to fund their 
“Rosie Goes to Wall Street” program in the amount of $15,000, and Glendale Adventist 
Hospital for a play room in the emergency area in the new tower in the amount of $10,000. 
These four projects alone totaled an astonishing $55,000! 
 
 
In May 2007, after returning from Spring Conference and giving her report, Margo Bottcher 
asked President Lou to step up to the podium at club to receive the President’s Pin Award, 
Newsletter Competition Award, and recognition of our induction of “Bras for a Cause” into 
the 2007 Fundraiser Hall of Fame. Margo further relayed that it was an honor to present our 
check for $25,000 to SIA for the “STOP” Trafficking program and she said the room went 
silent. Margo also reported that the donation to SIA would be presented as a press release and 
our club would receive special recognition in Philadelphia. 
         
 
The $15,000 check for “Rosie Goes to Wall Street” was presented to the Commission on the 
Status of Women in June 2007 in the City Council Chambers. The “H.E.R.” Conference was a 
half-day seminar held in October 2007 at the Glendale College Campus. H.E.R. stood for 
Health, Education, Resources and the target audience was two age groups: young women ages 
15 to 20 and women aged 21 to 30. The emergency room play area was completed at Glendale 
Adventist and a plaque reading “Donated by Soroptimist International of Glendale in Memory 
of Marlene Roth” was installed in the room.   
 
 
During her last term of three, President Lou led the club in participating in all of the activities 
they had done in the previous two years, improving along the way. “Bras for a Cause” was 
another great event and for the first time it had a theme, “Bras for a Cause Goes to the 
Movies.” President Lou’s three terms surely did fulfill the mission of Soroptimist to improve the 
lives of women and girls, and all done with LOVE. 
   
 

One of the club’s cherished projects is our Saturday of Service project of PJ Day, the brainchild 
of President Margo Bottcher (2007-2008). Margo proposed that the club gather donated new 
pajamas for local area shelters as a hands on project. The idea blossomed into our Annual PJ 
Day & Brunch, which has been held the first Saturday of March ever since, mostly at the 
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home of member Janet Hamilton. Members arrive dressed in their own pajamas, bringing 
potluck items for brunch, and we all dine on food and mimosas while sorting and packaging PJs 
and toiletries for dispersal to a host of area shelters. Our donations have grown from under a 
hundred donated pajamas to many hundreds.   

 

SI Glendale’s 65th Anniversary fell during President Margo’s term and the club honored John 
Krikorian and his wife for their years of service to our community and for their focus on 
women. It was also the year we first did a program in conjunction with the Coalition to Abolish 
Slavery and Trafficking (CAST). SI Glendale co-sponsored the showing of the film “Cargo” 
by partnering with the City’s Commission on the Status of Women and the YWCA Glendale. SI 
Glendale was fast becoming a leader in bringing awareness to the issue of Human Trafficking, a 
role that continues to this day. 

 

Our Soroptimist members continued to enjoy having fun while working hard and so it was that 
a Super Bowl Party was held in 2008 at the lovely home of Art and Paula Devine. By the 
second annual Super Bowl Party, their home had earned the nickname of the “Devine Stadium” 
and over $800 was raised to benefit our programs. 

 

A fast rising star, President Sandy Moreno (2009-2010) joined SI Glendale in April of 2007 
and was installed as President a little over two years after joining! Her President’s theme was 
“Progress Through the Passion of Giving.” In July of 2009, she attended the SIA Leadership 
Institute in Chicago with IPP/GEM Sandy Schultz. As President Sandy Moreno remembered, 
“Each time I met someone they would say, ‘Oh, you’re from Glendale? That’s the club that has 
accomplished so much, they have that great menu thing, and you have GEM Sandy Schultz in 
your club.’ It was certainly an honor to have such a wonderful reputation and well-known 
member throughout Soroptimist International.”  

 

In fact, “that great menu thing” otherwise known as SI Glendale’s “Menu of Service 
Opportunities” was selected as the Soroptimist Celebrating Success federation (SIA) finalist in 
the Membership Category. The letter that accompanied the award, signed by SIA President 
Alice Wells stated, “As a finalist, your club’s project has been recognized as one of the truly 
best practices within the federation. We are delighted to be able to acknowledge your club’s 
excellent work in helping to improve the lives of women and girls and/or promoting Soroptimist 
as an organization committed to improving the lives of women and girls.” 

 

President Sandy Moreno had some interesting icebreaker activities at her Annual Planning 
Retreat. Attendees tried to match up baby photos of members, were asked to bring an item 
that had meaning to them to share its story, and recounted what they were up to during the year 
displayed on a penny they chose at random. It is at our planning retreats held annually during 
the summer that members gather along with the new Board to help plan the upcoming year. 

 

A memorable program meeting occurred during President Sandy Moreno’s term compliments 
of 1st Vice President of Programs, Liz Mirzaian. Former Los Angeles County District 
Attorney Gil Garcetti presented the October program “Water is Key.” Mr. Garcetti eloquently 
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and powerfully presented the plight of women and girls in West Africa through not only his 
words, but his breathtaking photography. Members were struck by the difficult conditions 
women and girls face walking miles every day, several times a day, carrying heavy loads of 
water back to their villages. Clean water, abundant in aquifers, is unreachable due to lack of 
financial resources. The drilling of simple bore wells liberates the women and girls, freeing up 
their time to pursue education, which has the effect of transforming the village at all levels. 

 

Our SI Glendale members have remained interested over the years in clean water issues and 
currently support the CIFORD Project. In April 2017, our club hosted International Friendship 
Grant Visitor Margaret Ikiara visiting from SI Meru, Kenya for a few days during her visit to 
the United States and she came back to attend our “Bras for a Cause” event on April 29th. It was 
during her visit that we learned of Margaret’s work for CIFORD Kenya. We were so impressed 
by her presentation of the work her organization does to improve the lives of women and girls 
that we felt that fundraising towards their biggest ticket item, a well, should be our goal. The 
cost of one well is $25,000 and the benefits to the community are many. A water well allows 
individuals in Meru, Kenya to have easier access to meeting their basic needs. CIFORD is 
improving the lives of women and their families through various projects that focus on 
agricultural training, community empowerment, and sustainable living. Our “Fund the Need” 
efforts at the 2018 “Bras for a Cause” fundraiser sought to provide a substantial contribution 
toward the $25,000 cost of a well through solicitations of $500 donations. CIFORD has been 
vetted by Soroptimist International and we are proud to add their organization to our “Fund the 
Need” efforts, which also addresses our members’ wishes to have projects we support both 
locally and internationally. 

 
As President Sandy Moreno ended her term, the production of the staged reading of the 
documentary play on human trafficking, “Body & SOLD,” came to fruition on the night of June 
19, 2010 after two years of planning. The play was narrated by Doug Schultz (husband of GEM 
Sandy Schultz) and the audience was visibly moved. Close to 200 people were in attendance 
that evening and our goal of raising public awareness was achieved. What started as an idea 
born out of attending the SIA Annual Conference in Philadelphia in 2008, blossomed into a 
magnificent achievement for our club and showed just what we could accomplish with 
determination, perseverance and hard work. 

 

Liz Mirzaian’s installation as President for the 2010-2011 term included a “symphony 
orchestra” theme designed by Immediate Past President Margo Bottcher, following along with 
Liz’s theme for her first term as President of “Soroptimist…A Symphony of Service.” The 
theme for her second term (2011-2012) was “Soroptimist…Quality, Harmony, Service.” Liz 
fondly remembers “each and every moment or occasion where I represented SIG was always a 
pleasure and an opportunity to make memories.”   

 

As President, Liz had ample opportunity to represent SI Glendale, among them: representing 
SIG at the annual Glendale Spelling Bees both years of her Presidency, receiving an award on 
behalf of SIG from the Glendale Unified School District, spending time with Violeta Bunescu, 
Friendship Grant visitor from Moldova, coordinating with the Glendale YWCA and the 
Commission on the Status of Women in SIG’s participation in the “Walk A Mile in Her Shoes” 
to bring about awareness regarding domestic violence, coordinating an SIG table at the City of 
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 Glendale’s Summer Night on the Plaza with Julie Shermer, staffing an SIG table at the Glendale 
Unity Fest promoting cultural diversity and staffing the Neighborhood Services Legal Services 
table at Hoover High School to share information with 9th graders regarding teen dating 
violence awareness and education. 

 

 

President Liz also accepted an invitation from actor/activist Michael Cory Davis for the Artists 
United for Social Justice Awards recognizing Rohida Kahn (U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security) for her work with the FBI combatting human trafficking. Liz also participated in the 
“March to End Violence Against Women” with the United Human Rights Council of the 
Armenian Youth Federation and completed the Domestic Violence Facilitator Certification at 
the YWCA.   

 

President Liz served as a conference chair for the first Joint Region Spring Conference in April 
2011 with the Camino Real Region (CRR) and Golden West Region (GWR). She attended the 
SIA Biennial Conference in San Francisco, SIA’s Soroptimist Leadership Seminar in Honolulu 
and the SIA Biennial Conference in Hawaii the following year. 

 

Like many SI Glendale Presidents, Liz gave special recognition and a “President’s Gift” to a 
club member each month presented at the business meeting. President Lou Rhodes had a “Dear 
to Our Hearts” award, President Margo Bottcher selected members for her “Lighting the Way” 
award, “Passion of Giving” awards were presented by President Sandy Moreno, just to name a 
few of the awards that make up our traditions. Each President throughout the years has had her 
own way of recognizing the efforts of hardworking SI Glendale members, be it formally or 
informally. 

 

SI Glendale celebrated its 70th Anniversary and 10th Annual “Bras for a Cause” (“Bras for a 
Cause Celebrates a Decade of Giving”) in 2013 under the leadership of President Gayle Craig 
(2012-2013).  President Gayle’s theme for her term was “Soroptimist… A Work of Heart” and 
our anniversary gala was certainly that! Past President Kathy Lefkovits was surprised at the 
event when she received a special “Founders Award” for being the creative genius who came up 
with the idea for “Bras for a Cause” a little over ten years prior.   

 

Looking back on her year, President Gayle Craig (2012-2013) remembered in her President’s 
Annual Report how members came together during the Annual Holiday Party with many 
creative, mostly homemade items for the “Make It – Bake It – Grow It” silent auction and 
homemade/handmade items have continued to be a hit. Also in December of that year, we held 
the Annual Grants Presentation Luncheon “Gifts from the Heart.” In March 2013, SI Glendale 
was proud to collect approximately 160 pajamas at PJ Day and the club held its 14th Annual 
Accolades Live Your Dream Luncheon with its theme “We Honor with Heart.”  It was also the 
year of SI Glendale’s 70th anniversary celebration and approximately twenty of the club’s 
presidents gathered for a photo. 

 

President Susan Hunt’s term (2013-2014) brought the theme “Women – Our History & Our 
Future.” Member Julie Beers’ brother designed an adorable caricature of Susan which appeared 
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on magnets as favors at Installation and Susan was presented with the original framed artwork. 
In keeping with her theme, each month President Susan would share the history of a famous 
woman from a deck of cards to give us a quick glimpse of a pioneering woman we may not 
have known about otherwise. 

 

It was during Susan’s presidency that SI Glendale hosted the Camino Real Region’s Fall 
Workshop at the YWCA Glendale. Over 100 attendees checked in, receiving a zippered 
portfolio with an embossed Soroptimist logo on the front. Warm greetings came from City of 
Glendale Councilmember Laura Friedman, who was accompanied by her daughter, and also 
from State Senator Carol Liu. President Susan Hunt received several awards during the 
proceedings — Certificate of Appreciation for participation in the 2013 Women’s Opportunity 
Awards and recognition at the Builders Level as well as the President’s Challenge for meeting 
club giving in 2012-2013. SI Glendale hosted a warm, welcoming, fun and informative 
workshop for the region and some participants are still enjoying their embossed portfolio! 

 

It was also the year the club left the Hilton due to rising rates that were squeezing out many 
groups besides our own. The club voted to hold our meetings at Clancy’s Crab Broiler in their 
back room only to later learn that the venue was a little dark and depressing and some of our 
members could not stand the smell of fish! Also, meeting attendance did not go up as it was 
hoped due to lower lunch fees, so we moved to the Oakmont Country club the following year 
and have been meeting there to date. The club continues to periodically evaluate meeting 
options to best meet the club’s needs and its member’s budgets, always a challenge! 

 

President Paula Devine (2014-2015) was in for quite the surprise during her term when she 
was elected to the Glendale City Council part way through her presidency! Luckily, veteran 
member and three time SI Glendale President Lou Rhodes stepped in to be Paula’s most 
appreciated right hand person to guide and assist her in the execution of her duties during a 
doubly busy time for Paula. Despite her City Council duties and term as Mayor, Paula remains a 
dedicated member of our club. 

 

The December 2014 Service Grants Luncheon with its theme “Tis the Season of Heartfelt 
Giving” brought not only grants by SI Glendale to deserving local non-profits, but for the first 
time ever SI Glendale was the recipient of a very generous grant at its own luncheon! Paul 
Craig of USC/Verdugo Hills Hospital was on hand to present President Paula with a check for 
$13,000! We are grateful to member Sue Wilder for her efforts in presenting the good work of 
Soroptimist International of Glendale to the USC/Verdugo Hills Foundation that ultimately led 
to this most unexpected and appreciated grant.  

 

Human Trafficking was an issue in the forefront of SI Glendale’s mind, especially given that 
we provided the $25,000 in seed money to SIA’s STOP Human Trafficking program and were 
viewed by the organization as leaders in this area. So it was during Paula’s term that 1st Vice 
President of Programs, Miryam Finkleberg invited the Coalition to Abolish Slavery and  
Trafficking (CAST) to present on the topic at our January program meeting, which coincided 
with Human Trafficking month. A large banner was produced and hung from the pedestrian 
bridge near the split of Verdugo and Canada boulevards, conveniently located near Glendale 
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Community College where it would receive maximum exposure to the public in general and to 
college students in particular. 

 

President Paula’s theme was “Love is in the Air” and the theme for “Bras for a Cause” during 
her term was “Bras for a Cause Loves Fairy Tales.” It was during Paula’s term that we 
discovered the term “Bras for a Cause” was at risk. An organization in Iowa was attempting to 
get a patent on the phrase, which would preclude us from using the term. Paula sprang into 
action and called upon her dear friend Don Zachary, who took on our case along with SIA pro 
bono. Disaster was averted and Don Zachary became the Bras for a Cause Support Award 
honoree and rightfully so! Thanks to Don, we have forged on with our beloved “Bras for a 
Cause” celebrating our 15th Annual BFAC in February 2018. 

 

President Paula rounded out her Presidency with a large influx of new members throughout her 
term. Fifteen new members were inducted! We began her year with fifty members and by the 
end our membership had blossomed to sixty-five thanks to the efforts of 3rd Vice-President—
Membership Gayle Craig and her assistant Sandy Moreno. Paula’s words of wisdom to 
incoming President Lola Abrahamian at Installation were, “If you want to go fast, go alone; if 
you want to go FAR, go TOGETHER.” 

 

The first program meeting of President Lola Abrahamian’s term (2015-2016) consisted of a 
report on the SI Convention held in Istanbul, Turkey the summer of 2015. Presenters President 
Lola Abrahamian, Susan Hunt and Mary Lotz shared what they learned and experienced, both 
at convention and culturally in Turkey.  

 

At the beginning of her term, President Lola came up with the idea of a “President’s Project” 
called “Change for Change” funded by change collected from member’s purses at business 
meetings. In reality, not only change was collected, but dollars, fives, tens, twenties and some 
checks too! President Lola’s Change for Change project involved creating re-useable feminine 
hygiene kits for a non-profit organization called “Days for Girls International.” After 
collecting change throughout her term, members met at the home of Jacky Hawley over the 
summer of 2016 for this hands on project to iron, cut, stitch, sew, assemble and package the 
kits. Jacky noted, “It was brilliant the way everyone came together and stepped up.” Indeed 
our members have expressed interest in doing more hands on projects like this one. Later, a 
second series of working sessions took place at the home of Susan Riechel. A special 
presentation was then made by Immediate Past President Lola Abrahamian in December 2016 
at the Service Grants Luncheon to a representative on hand from Days for Girls, who received 
numerous bags filled to the brim with kits. SI Glendale was thrilled to support “Days for Girls” 
in their stated mission to “create a more dignified, free and educated world through access to 
lasting feminine hygiene solutions.” For many girls around the world, lack of feminine hygiene 
supplies means they go days without schooling, adding to their sense of isolation. 

 

Also notable during President Lola’s term was our participation in Camino Real Region’s 38th 
Annual Spring Conference “Dreams on Parade: Change Makes it Happen” in May of 2016 
where SI Glendale entered their first-ever tri-fold club banner in the banner contest. Thanks to 
the creative ideas and work of Debbie Mallon and her dedicated Soroptimister John, our first 

 

15 



 

 effort landed a respectable third place award among many worthy entries. Practice makes 
perfect, and our second entry in 2017 orchestrated by now Immediate Past President Lola 
Abrahamian, won first place for Mission and Vision and third place for the Governor’s Award! 

 

Wrapping up her term, President Lola ended the Soropti-year by holding the requisite Joint 
Board meeting, but added the extra touch of throwing a “Thank You” party afterwards at her 
home for the entire club.  

 

President Lola Abrahamian went on to become a Camino Real Region District 2 Director (2016
-2018) like so many of our members who are involved not only at the club level, but at higher 
levels as well. We are proud of all of them: President Sandy Schultz (1989-1990 & 2008-2009), 
Region District 2 Director (1996-1998), Region Governor Elect (1998-2000), Region Governor 
(2000-2002), SIA Board Member (2005-2007); President Edith Fuentes (1996-1997), Region 
District 2 Director (1999-2000), Region Governor Elect (2000-2002), Region Governor (2002-
2004), Region Fundraising Chair (2008-2010), Region Memorial Chair (2014-2016); President 
Margo Bottcher (2007-2008), Region District 2 Director (2004-2006), Region Membership 
Chair (2017-2018); President Liz Mirzaian (2010-2011 & 2011-2012), Region District 2 
Director (2012-2014), Region Secretary (2016-2018), Region Live Your Dream Chair (2018-
2020). Having served as Governor, both Sandy Schultz and Edith Fuentes are now referred to 
as GEMS (Governor Ever More). GEM Edith remembers of her terms at the Region level 
creating a booklet on "Region's Mo$t Succe$$ful Fundrai$ing Event" as Region Fundraising 
Chair which won 1st Place on Celebrating Success Awards at National (SIA) level and as 
Region Governor initiating and instituting the "Color Me Pink and Purple" region-wide joint 
project for Breast Cancer and Domestic Violence, which she refers to as “her legacy.” This was 
also recognized as a Celebrating Success Award at National level (SIA). We are fortunate to 
have these ladies bring their Regional and SIA experience back to our club. 

 

“Volunteers are LOVE in Motion” was the theme selected by President Carol Ann Burton
(2016-2017) and we certainly were a club in motion! In January 2017, SI Glendale partnered 
with the Commission on the Status of Women to raise public awareness by holding a screening 
of the documentary film “SOLD” at the Brand Library for Human Trafficking Awareness 
month, once again underscoring SI Glendale’s commitment to this important issue while raising 
funds for the Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking (CAST). 

 

It was also during President Carol Ann Burton’s term that we held our first Dream It, Be It Day 
Conference for Girls at the YWCA Glendale featuring a day of educational workshops 
including creating a vision board during the “Dream It! Be It! Live It! Visualize YOUR Future 
with a Vision Board” workshop led by a Life Coach, “Mind/Body Movement” led by a certified 
Yoga instructor, and “Managing Your Personal Finances” presented by the Program Manager 
from Junior Achievement of Southern California. Plans are underway as we update this history 
booklet for the 2nd Annual Dream It, Be It Day Conference for Girls to be held in late April 
2018 and which we anticipate will be even bigger and better than the first conference. 

 

At a time when sagging memberships and issues of retention were a concern for the 
organization as a whole, SI Glendale increased its membership by 16% thanks in large part to 
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the leadership of President Carol Ann Burton and her 3rd Vice President – Membership, Kathy 
Lefkovits, assisted by Jane Karageorge. 

 

In March 2017, President Carol Ann received the heartbreaking news that her precious 25 year 
old daughter Cameron Willia Hallie Burton was killed in a traffic accident while serving as a 
volunteer in the Peace Corps in Africa. The whole club mourned with President Carol Ann and 
rallied around her and her family. Many members stepped in to help President Carol Ann in 
whatever way they could and with their support she was able to carry on and fulfill the duties of 
her presidency at a very difficult time. Losing Cameron (affectionately known as “Cami”) was 
losing one of our own and we honored her in every way we could. Not only did members 
contribute to memorial funds and scholarships established in her name, but Cameron was 
prominently featured in our award winning tri-fold entry at Spring Conference that year and on 
a decorated bra entry called “Goddesses of Charity” featuring the photos of club members and 
staunch supporters of “Bras for a Cause.” Two decorated bra entries (“Serenity the Dragon 
Goddess” and “Amphitrite”) were created in memory of Cameron. Speaking about her term as 
President, Carol Ann mentioned that with the support of her SIG sisters, she felt she could not 
fail. WE thank President Carol Ann for her strength and continued service as our leader during a 
most difficult year. 

 

While Genevieve Sultenfuss and daughter Julie Shermer and Lynne Raggio and daughter Lisa 
Raggio belonged to SI Glendale at the same time, President Carol Ann’s mother, Mary Wade 
Richard, M.D., was a member of SI Glendale back in the 1970s when the club met at Buffum’s.  
Carol Ann joined SIG years later in 2012 and continued her mother’s legacy in the club by 
adopting her mother’s slogan “At your cervix” as her own (both women were OB/GYNs). This 
is yet another SI Glendale tradition — having a slogan that describes your profession, passion, 
or philosophy. Slogans are typically shared at program meetings as a way of giving our guests 
and new members a peek into the lives and interests of members. For example, Past President 
Susan Hunt’s slogan is “Well behaved women rarely make history” and Past President and 
retired attorney Joan Allan’s is “I traded my briefcase in for a suitcase.” Member Julie Beers 
used to lead fun and creative “Slogan Making” parties typically held in the evening at  
restaurants for brainstorming new slogans or tweaking old ones over dinner and drinks. 

 

Our club enjoys finding ways to relax between projects and socialize. One way we achieve this 
goal is with our periodic Soroptimixers, which at one time were known as SUDS (Soroptimists 
Uniting for Drinks and Socialization). Soroptimixers have been held at local area pubs, 
restaurants and frequently at member’s homes. The Finkelbergs (Miryam and Lou) have held a 
couple of “Cinco de Mayo” themed mixers at their lovely home (not always on Cinco de Mayo 
— the last one was “Cinco de Tres”) and guests sipped margaritas while watching the sun go 
down. Jean Kagan pulls out all the stops for her Halloween themed Soroptimixer in October and 
the last one had a monstrous inflatable winged dragon near the front door and a skeleton in the 
bathtub. Our club is definitely not “all work and no play!” 

 

Current President Jacqueline Hawley (2017-2018), known as “President Jacky,” has hosted 
lovely tea parties at her home for membership orientation in conjunction with our 3rd Vice 
President of Membership, Jane Karageorge. Her President’s theme is “Embrace, Educate, 
Empower” and that approach is part of what attracts women to not only join SI Glendale, but 
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become active and remain in our club. So far during her term, we have inducted eight new 
members and welcomed two transfers, with more to come! 

 

SI Glendale members were put to the test in December 2017 as catastrophic fires raged in the 
hills from Glendale to Ventura and beyond. President Jacky received information from Talin 
Mangioglu, SI Glendale member and District Director for Senator Anthony Portantino, that 
women and children residents of a women’s transitional shelter had to be hastily evacuated and 
ended up at the Union Rescue Mission in Los Angeles with pretty much just the clothes on their 
backs. Within a few short hours, SI Glendale members had mobilized and collected a carload of 
supplies that were dropped off at the Mission. Another load was taken the next day. Senator 
Anthony Portantino thanked SI Glendale saying, “Great work Soroptimists on this for jumping 
into action and making a difference.”  That’s SI Glendale – always at the ready! 
 
 
Yes, our club members love to participate in hands on projects whether it be an emergency due 
to a fire or our annual projects like SIG CAN Help, our cash or check monetary donations and 
food drive for the local Salvation Army, or SIG Supplies Our Military Women where we collect 
feminine hygiene products and personal items like toiletries for women serving overseas in the 
military. For our 2018 annual Saturday of Service project – PJ Day – we collected, sorted and 
packaged over 250 pajamas, nightgowns and caftans for women, children, and even some PJs 
for men, that we were able to donate to eight agencies (Ascencia, Casa de Las Amigas, 
Elizabeth House, Family Promise of the Verdugos, Friends In Deed, Hoving House, Salvation 
Army and YWCA Glendale). 

 

SIG just concluded our 15th Annual “Bras for a Cause” event with its theme of “Diamonds 
are a Girl’s Best Friend.” The theme of diamonds fit in with our upcoming 75th Diamond 
Anniversary as a club on April 16, 2018. After several years of holding our signature 
fundraiser at the Oakmont Country Club, this year we moved to the newly renovated Chevy 
Chase Country Club. Attendance was up over the previous year and it appeared that we had 
more guests than members. Another big change was the decision to forego a silent auction in 
favor of trying something new — a Reverse Opportunity Drawing for a Grand Prize of $5,000! 
We sold 112 $200 tickets and in the end six lucky tickets agreed to share the grand prize.  

 

The gallery of decorated bras at “Diamonds are a Girl’s Best Friend” ran the gamut from a 
Marilyn Monroe themed bra to a humorous, award winning bra submitted by the Chevy Chase 
Garden Club titled “Diamonds are a Girl’s Best Friend? No! Dogs are My Best Friend.” “Bras 
for a Cause” creator and this year’s Bra Chair, Kathy Lefkovits, also put the call out for past bra 
entries to showcase for the 15th anniversary and the call was answered! We had no shortage of 
bras and some guests were observed leaving carrying three and four bras each for which they 
had been the highest bidder.  

 

President Jacky and the club now turn their attention to the combined Live Your Dream and 
Grants Luncheon “Celebrating the Diamonds in Our Community” in March. We can all be 
proud that since 2009-2010, SI Glendale has donated to the following non-profits in addition to 
the money we raised for breast cancer awareness and services that went to the three local area 
hospitals (Adventist Health Glendale, Dignity Health Glendale Memorial, USC/Verdugo Hills):  
Alissa Ann Ruch Burn Center, ARK Family Center, Ascencia, Association of American 
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 University Women (AAUW), The Campbell Center, CIFORD Water Well Project, Coalition to 
Abolish Slavery and Trafficking (CAST), Commission on the Status of Women, Didi Hirsch 
Mental Health Services, Door of Hope, Dream It Be It, Elizabeth House, Family Promise of the 
Verdugos, Girls on the Run, Girl Scouts, Glendale Communitas Initiative, Glendale Healthy 
Kids, Glendale Memorial Health Foundation, Glendale Unified School District, Habitat for 
Humanity, Haven House, Hillsides, Junior Blind, Pen + Napkin, Salvation Army, SIA Club 
Giving, Taking the Reins, Walter Hoving Home, The Wellness Community, and Verdugo 
Mental Health. 

 

The upcoming Second Annual Dream It, Be It Day Conference for Girls in April, which we 
anticipate to be bigger and better than last year’s, provides the opportunity for local high school 
girls to attend a multi-faceted, SI Glendale sponsored seminar focused on career opportunities, 
setting and achieving goals, overcoming obstacles to success and learning how to move forward 
after setbacks or failures. Also coming up in April 2018 is a presentation on “Human 
Trafficking 101: A Survivor’s Story.” This will be a free, brown bag, one hour lunchtime event 
at Glendale Community College, open to the public. SI Glendale will additionally hold an 
informal lunchtime gathering at the location of the former Soroptimist fountain, still home to 
our 1967 commemorative plaque, on the corner of Brand and Glenoaks to celebrate the date of 
our 75th Anniversary.  

 

While the introduction and starting chapters of President Jacky’s term have been written, the 
mid-year accomplishments are in progress and the end to has yet to be penned. 

 

A review of our history only strengthens our undying love, respect and gratitude for all of our 
Club’s Past Presidents and Current President: 
 

1943-1945 – Rose McNally* 

1945-1946 – Dr. Pearl S. Rittenhouse, D.O.* 

1946-1947 – Emma Powell Scanlan* 

1947-1948 – Gretchen Hoff* 

1948-1949 – Gertrude Beckett* 

1949-1950 – Gladys Whittaker*  

1950-1951 – Gladys Baughman* 

1951-1952 – J. Mildred Belt* 

1952-1953 – Dr. Beulah M. Crane, O.D.* 

1953-1954 – Virginia Peck Keller, M.D.* 

1954-1955 – Kathleen Price 

1955-1956 – Dorothy Miller Dunlap* 

1956-1957 – Betty Bell 

1957-1958 – Dorothy Davis* 

1958-1959 – Margo Ligon* 
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 1959-1960 – Mildred S. Johnson* 

1960-1961 – Elta Rice* 

1961-1962 – Agnes Barnes* 

1962-1963 – Evelyn Sheehy* 

1963-1964 – E. Olive Proole* 

1964-1965 – Irene Briggs* 

1965-1966 – Alice Schuman* 

1966-1967 – Deloris Smith* 

1967-1968 – Elizabeth Jensen* 

1968-1969 – Dorothy Tremble Slater 

1969-1970 – Genevieve Sultenfuss* 

1970-1971 – Coleen Rutter 

July-Nov 1971 – Bernice Fleming* 

Dec 1971-June 1972 – Betsy Kennedy 

1972-1973 – Margaret Alm* 

1973-1974 – Wilma Whaley* 

1974-1975 – Enid Davis* 

1975-1976 – Freda G. Terrill* 

1976-1977 – Marlene Roth* 

1977-1978 – Mary Ann Lake 

1978-1979 – Helen Rassmann* 

1979-1980 – Katherine Haywood* 

1980-1981 – Pauline Lockhart McPherrin* 

1981-1982 – Marian Kysar* 

1982-1983 – Wilma Whaley* 

1983-1984 – Dr. Georgia McAninch 

1984-1985 – Shirley Ardizzone* 

1985-1986 – Ione Lovell* 

1986-1987 – Sara A. Mastellos 

1987-1988 – Rose Marie Haight 

1988-1989 – Mary Arevalo 

1989-1990 – Sandra Schultz 

  During Term: A stroke of luck saves the club’s historic President’s Pin; The 
  Gardens senior housing project received variances, conditional use permit and 
  environmental clearance from the City. 
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 1990-1991 – Joan Allan 

  Theme:  A Choice for the 90’s 

  During Term:  Revitalization of the Edison Elementary School playground. 

1991-1992 – Kathryn Kashuba 

1992-1993 – Lynne Raggio 

  During Term:  SI Glendale celebrates its 50th birthday; “Women of Many Hats” 
  Fashion Show was a great success; On October 19, 1992, Soroptimist members 
  ceremoniously broke ground for the senior housing project “The Gardens.” 

1993-1994 – Marian Anderson 

1994-1995 – Julie Burroughs Shermer* 

1995-1996 – Suzanne Savary 

1996-1997 – Edith M. Fuentes 

  Theme:  Reaching for the Stars 

  During Term:  SI Glendale received many awards and proclamations at City 
  level, Region level, all the way to the National level (Women Helping Women, 
  Business/Organization Advancing the Status of Women, etc.); club hosted the 
  CRR Fall Educational Conference and 75th Anniversary party of the Region; 
  recruited thirteen new members which brought our membership number up to 
  seventy-five; started the Annual Laurel Society award to a club member; built 
  a Soropti-WALL cabinet at The Gardens to house our records, documents and 
  awards. 

1997-1998 – Olive Warner 

1998-1999 – Nancy Hathaway 

  Theme:  Lights, Camera...Action 

1999-2000 – Yasmin Beers 

  Theme:  Y2K 

2000-2001 – Sue Brown 

2001-2002 – Beverley Scott 

2002-2003 – Beverley Scott 

2003-2004 – Kathy Lefkovits 

  Theme:  Sold on Soroptimist 

  During Term:  First ever “Bras for a Cause” held with 83 decorated bra entries! 

2004-2005 – Lou Rhodes 

  Theme:  Red, White and Blue...Soroptimist Pride 

  During Term:  Received Camino Real Region’s annual “Membership Award” 
  for the largest percentage of new members; SIA notified the club that they were 
  in the top three finalists for their prestigious “Celebrating Success Award” for 
  our “Bras for a Cause” — the club’s largest fundraiser ever; President Lou 
  initiated a “Soroptimist of the Month” award. 
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 2005-2006 – Lou Rhodes 

  Theme:  Bloom Where You’re Planted 

  During Term:  Called for a meeting of Past Presidents to start putting our  
  Special Projects fund to work. 

2006-2007 – Lou Rhodes 

  Theme:  Dear to Our Hearts 

  During Term:  Served an unprecedented third term; club donated just shy of 
  $100,000 from its Special Projects and Service funds, including $5,000 to YWCA 
  “H.E.R.” program, $10,000 to Glendale Adventist for a children’s play area in
  the emergency room, $15,000 to the Commission on the Status of Women to fund 
  their “Rosie Goes to Wall Street” and $25,000 to SIA for “STOP” Trafficking — 
  these four projects alone totaled $55,000; at Spring Conference received the 
  President’s Pin Award, Newsletter Competition Award and we were inducted 
  into the 2007 Fundraiser Hall of Fame for “Bras for a Cause.” This was the first 
  year “Bras for a Cause” had a theme. 

  BFAC Theme:  Bras for a Cause Goes to the Movies 

2007-2008 – Margo Bottcher 

  Theme:  Lighting the Way 

  During Term:  Initiated our PJ Day — Saturday of Service, which became an 
  ongoing annual hands-on project to sort, package and deliver pajamas for 
  women and children to local area non-profits; SI Glendale celebrated its 65th 
  anniversary; first year SIG did a program in conjunction with the Coalition to 
  Abolish Slavery and Trafficking (CAST); co-sponsored the showing of the film 
  “Cargo” by partnering with the Commission on the Status of Women and YWCA 
  Glendale. 

  BFAC Theme:  Bras for a Cause Goes on Vacation 

2008-2009 – Sandra Schultz 

  During Term:  Won the SIA Award for Membership Recruitment thanks to  
  Sandy’s idea of a clever “Menu of Service Opportunities” that provides a listing 
  in menu form of various activities and projects available to members; started the 
  discussion of producing the staged reading of the play “Body & SOLD.”  

  BFAC Theme:  Bras for a Cause Goes to Work 

2009-2010 – Sandy Moreno 

  Theme:  Progress Through the Passion of Giving 

  During Term:  Staged reading of “Body & SOLD” on June 19, 2010; SIG’s first 
  participation in Senator Carol Liu’s Women’s Health Conference. 

BFAC Theme: Bras for a Cause Salutes Television 

2010-2011 – Liz Mirzaian 

Theme:  Soroptimist… A Symphony of Service 

During Term:  Genevieve Sultenfuss received her 50 year service pin at  
  President Liz’s Installation ceremony; attended the SIA Biennial Convention  
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(Past President Liz Mirzaian continued) 
 

  San Francisco; hosted Cathy Standiford of Soroptimist International of Garden 
  Grove and 2009-2010 President of SIA to give our club an update on Project 
  SIerra; SIG members participated in “Walk a Mile in Her Shoes.” 

BFAC Theme:  Bras for a Cause Celebrates the Arts 

Service Grants Theme:  The Gifts of Soroptimist 

2011-2012 – Liz Mirzaian 

  Theme:  Soroptimist… Quality, Harmony and Service 

  BFAC Theme:  Bras for a Cause Celebrates Holidays 

  Service Grants Luncheon:  Snowflakes and Service 

2012-2013 – Gayle Craig 

  Theme:  Soroptimist… A Work of Heart 

  During Term:  Successful and heartwarming Grants Luncheon and Accolades 
  Luncheon; SI Glendale’s 70th Anniversary; Gathering of approximately twenty 
  SIG Presidents for anniversary photo. 

  BFAC Theme:  Bras for a Cause Celebrates a Decade of Giving 

  Service Grants Theme:  Gifts from the Heart 

2013-2014 – Susan Hunt 

  Theme:  Women – Our History and Our Future 

  During Term:  CRR Fall Workshop was hosted by SI Glendale at YWCA  
  Glendale; teamed with the Commission on the Status of Women for Color Me 
  Pink and Purple activities including distributing domestic violence information 
  and purple ribbons at three locations across the city. 

  BFAC Theme:  Bras for a Cause Celebrates Women Throughout the Ages 

  Service Grants Theme:  Tis the Season of Service 

2014-2015 – Paula Devine 

  Theme:  Love is in the Air 

During Term:  Invited CAST to present on Human Trafficking and hung our Stop 
Human Trafficking banner from the pedestrian bridge near Glendale College; 
Added 15 new members during the year; SI Glendale received a large grant 
from USC/Verdugo Hills Hospital. 

  BFAC Theme:  Bras for a Cause Loves Fairytales 

  Service Grants Theme:  Tis the Season of Heartfelt Giving 

2015-2016 – Lola Abrahamian 

  Theme:  Enthusiasm Moves the World 

  During Term:  Implemented “President’s Project – Change for Change” and 
  project change collected went to Days for Girls with SI Glendale members 
  sewing and assembling many dozens of feminine hygiene kits. 
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(President Lola Abrahamian continued) 
     

  BFAC Theme:  Bras for a Cause Celebrates Women Around the World 

Service Grants Theme:  Celebrating a World of Service 

2016-2017 – Carol Ann Burton, MD 

  Theme:  Volunteers are LOVE in Motion 

During Term:  Sponsored showing of documentary “SOLD” at Brand Library 
Recital Hall in January to raise awareness for Human Trafficking month; SIG 
held its first ever Dream It Be It Day Conference for Girls at the YWCA 
Glendale. 

  BFAC Theme:  Embrace the Goddess in You 

  Service Grants Theme:  Tis the Season of Loving and Giving 

 
CURRENT PRESIDENT 
 

2017-2018 – Jacqueline Hawley 

  Theme:  Embrace, Educate, Empower 

  During Term:  Received praise from Senator Anthony Portantino for SIG’s quick 
  mobilization of supplies for women and children displaced by the December 
  2017 fires; 15th Annual “Bras for a Cause” event held at the newly renovated 
  Chevy Chase Country Club; Presentation of “Human Trafficking 101: A  
  Survivor’s Story” brown bag program luncheon at Glendale Community  
  College; 2nd Annual Dream It Be It Day Conference for Girls. 

  BFAC Theme:  Diamonds are a Girl’s Best Friend 

  Combined Live Your Dream and Grant Luncheon Theme:  “Celebrating the 
  Diamonds in Our Community” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Deceased 
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SI Glendale Legacies  
 

The Gardens, 

“Bras for a Cause” 

And 

“STOP” Human 

Trafficking Efforts 



 

  

Note: the following is excerpted from articles provided by Joan Allan and 

Lynne Raggio in the November 2010 issue of Soroptimusings 

 

The Gardens is a 75 unit HUD assisted senior housing project located at 333 Monterey Road in 
Glendale. Soroptimist International of Glendale owes its involvement to Past President Marlene 
Roth, who started the project and helped to bring it to fruition. Marlene’s original concept was 
to have a low cost housing project for elder Soroptimists on a fixed income, but when we could 
not obtain private funding, we went to the Department of Housing and Urban Development. At 
the time, our club had about 35 members all of whom had full-time professions and families 
and none of whom had any experience in building or operating a low-income housing facility. 
In fact, we were still making and selling fruit cakes as our major fundraiser! So how did a small 
service organization end up building a six million dollar, 75 unit HUD assisted senior housing 
project? One word…MARLENE…of course with a little help from her friends. 

 

Concept development began in 1984 and in 1985 the Soroptimist Gardens Housing Corporation 
was formed and a Board of Directors selected. We weren’t sure how to proceed, but we forged 
ahead under Marlene’s capable leadership. There were many obstacles, hoops, hurdles and 
disappointments and HUD rejected our application in 1985 and again in 1986. (Who were these 
Soroptimists and what did they know about operating a senior housing facility!)  

 

It wasn’t until 1988, after Southern California 
Presbyterian Homes (SCPH) agreed to a joint 
venture with us that we received approval from HUD 
to find land, a loan, permits, and a builder! No small 
feats. SI Glendale member Lynne Raggio’s husband, 
Carl Raggio, was the Mayor of Glendale at the time 
and he helped to arrange the purchase of the 
property. Finally on October 19, 1992, our 
Soroptimist members were able to don hard hats for 
the City officials and cameras as Marlene 
ceremoniously broke ground at the Monterey Road 
location. The Gardens was completed two years later 
in June of 1994. 

 

HUD required that we open up bidding for residency to everyone eligible in the county. A 
lottery was held and 1,500 hopeful people showed up at Verdugo Park. The completed project 
only had room for 75 people/couples.   

 

 

Left to right:  Georgia McAninch, Lynne Raggio, 
Mary Arevalo, Rose Marie Height, Sara Mastellos, 

Sandra Schultz, Joan Allan and Marlene Roth  
(all Past Presidents) 
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  For over ten years, every time we had a fundraiser part of our effort went towards The Gardens 
project. As a result, our club collected over $65,000 for an elevator. However, HUD determined 
they had enough funding, which is why we ended up with surplus money to establish a 
Foundation account, which later became our Special Projects fund. 

 

Marlene and our club received the second place award 
for the entire SIA for Economics and Social 
Development and we were honored in Dallas, Texas in 
July 1993.  Lynne Raggio was SI Glendale President at 
the time, so Marlene and Lynne went to Dallas where 
Marlene put on a slide show for the huge crowd of 300-
400 people. Her efforts were recognized by the 
Federation and the attendees. 

 

While we do not minimize the contribution that many 
other people such as Carlos Moorehead, City 

employees as well as the City of Glendale and SCPH made towards getting the project built (it 
never would have happened without their support), it was Marlene’s expertise, drive, 
persistence, leadership and personality that located the necessary resources. It took over 10 
years from inception to completion, but she got it done. What a wonderful legacy! 

 

Although the SCPH has done an outstanding job in operating and maintaining The Gardens 
since before the first residents took up occupancy, the Soroptimist Gardens Housing 
Corporation still exists. Its Board of Directors is composed 
of four Soroptimist members and five members chosen by 
Trustees of SCPH. Joan Allan sadly took Marlene’s 
position as president of the Board in 2004 when Marlene 
passed away. It was the year of The Gardens’ 10th 
anniversary. Current Soroptimist members serving on the 
Soroptimist Housing Corporation Board are Kathy 
Lefkovits, Jane Karageorge, Lou Rhodes and Sue Wilder. 
Hopefully some of our current members will have an 
opportunity to visit The Gardens, where we have our 
Soropti-WALL that contains many of the special awards 
and certificates we have received over the years. 

  

The Gardens at 333 Monterey Road today 

 

President Jacky Hawley at the Soropti-WALL 
at The Gardens 
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“If Glendale had an award for the most unique fundraiser, Bras for a Cause 
would win every year.” -- Joyce Rudolph, Glendale News-Press 

 
 

Seventy-five years ago on April 16, 1943, Soroptimist International of Glendale (SIG) received 
its charter. Many of our current members had not yet been born and others were in their 
infancy. The first president was Rose McNally, one of the original nineteen members. We owe 
a lot to those early members for starting us on the road of discovery, service, and innovation. 
The many service projects were at first influenced by wartime needs and later developed to 
support and partner with other community groups. 
 

 
In 2004, a major change occurred when Kathy Lefkovits introduced 
a new fundraising idea to raise awareness of breast cancer:  “Bras 
for a Cause.” The concept called for bras to become decorated 
works of art entered into a competition. There definitely was not 
immediate agreement and much skepticism. In fact, one of our 
prominent members stated that the idea wouldn’t fly in Glendale. 
Fortunately attorney Joan Allan (Past President 1990-1991) rose to 
the occasion to support Kathy and stated she would decorate a bra as 
“The Scales of Justice” and the rest is history. We just celebrated 
our 15th Annual Bras for a Cause “Diamonds are a Girl’s Best 
Friend” on February 24, 2018 at the Chevy Chase Country Club. 
 
 

The first “Bras for a Cause” attracted a phenomenal 83 entries! 
Clearly we were on to something unique. Soon we were toting 
decorated bras around town to advertise the event and we even took 
them to the City Council meetings! The first three “Bras for a 
Cause” fundraisers did not feature themes, but in 2007 the event 
gained its first theme. Themes throughout the years have been: 
 

2007   Bras for a Cause Goes to the Movies 
2008 Bras for a Cause Goes on Vacation 
2009 Bras for a Cause Goes to Work 
2010 Bras for a Cause Salutes Television    
2011 Bras for a Cause Celebrates the Arts      
2012 Bras for a Cause Celebrates Holidays     
2013 Bras for a Cause Celebrates a Decade of Giving 
2014 Bras for a Cause Celebrates Women Throughout the Ages  
2015 Bras for a Cause Loves Fairy Tales 
2016 Bras for a Cause Celebrates Women Around the World  
2017  Embrace the Goddess in You     
2018  Diamonds are a Girl’s Best Friend 
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Over the years the decorated bras have showcased the creativity of 
contributors ranging from bra cups as tea cups to a wire mesh sculpture. 
Judges have taken the task of scrutinizing entries and determining the winners 
of categories such as “Most Beautiful,” “Most Humorous,” “Best Depiction 
of Theme” while event goers have the opportunity to select “The People’s 
Choice” award. The decorated bras have been a part of the silent auction and 

some won by lucky bidders can be seen around 
town displayed in local businesses.  
 
 
What is clear is that “Bras for a Cause” became our signature 
fundraiser, our “brand” thanks to the creative genius of Kathy 
Lefkovits and the willingness of members to take a risk. As a 
result, thanks to “Bras for a Cause” we have raised and distributed 
over a half a million dollars for breast cancer awareness and 
services as well as for other non-profit endeavors awarded through 
our service grants committee. Funds raised from “Bras for a 
Cause” along with our various mini-fundraisers (Kiwanis Duck 
Splash, See’s Candy, Purse Weigh-in, White Elephant, and Wine 
Tasting event, to name a few) have allowed us to truly make a 
difference in the lives of women and girls locally and globally. 
We’ve come a long way from the days of selling fruit cakes! 

 

Kathy Lefkovits 
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SI Glendale’s involvement in addressing the issue of slavery and human trafficking really took 
off in 2006-2007 when the club voted to donate $25,000 from the Special Projects fund to help 
launch SIA’s national “STOP” Trafficking campaign. The check was presented at Spring 
Conference and Margo Bottcher reported that the room went silent upon hearing of the large 
donation, which would additionally be announced with a press release and receive coverage at 
the upcoming SIA Convention in Philadelphia. 
 
In 2007-2008, we continued our efforts to raise public awareness about human trafficking by 
partnering for the first time with the Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking (CAST).  SI 
Glendale partnered with the City of Glendale’s Commission on the Status of Women and the 
Glendale YWCA to bring the film “Cargo” to the public. 

 
It was also in the summer of 2008 that GEM Sandy Schultz 
approached SIG member Jill Lewis about producing the 
staged reading of the play “Body & SOLD” which 
eventually became a joint SI Glendale and Camino Real 
Region project. Undaunted by their inexperience in 
producing such a project and undeterred by the fact that it 
took months just to purchase the rights to the play, Sandy 
and Jill outlined a plan and set to work. In early 2010, the 
project received a major boost 
with a $3,000 donation from the 
Camino Real Region earmarked 
for a “debriefing” reception. 

Every week seemed to bring forth a new challenge or issue to be 
resolved. Public auditions were held in May and then things really 
started rolling forward resulting in a final cast of 16 actors. Physical 
and technical details were attended to by a stellar production crew 
and the creative ideas of director Jim Holmes began to take hold. 

 
After a couple weeks of exhaustive 
rehearsals, concern over lagging ticket 
sales, and numerous details unfolding 
daily, all was finally wrapped up by 
the hard work of SI Glendale members and a talented crew. The 
production took place on the evening of June 19, 2010 when the 
large double doors of the Glendale Community College 
auditorium opened to a crowd of people streaming in. The staged 
reading, narrated by GEM Sandy Schultz’s husband Doug, who 
also served as a guide and mentor to the actors, was enhanced by 
innovative technical effects and live music as the tales of eight 
American teenagers caught up in the world of human trafficking 
unfolded. The audience was visibly moved by the dramatic 

 

“Body & SOLD” Production Team:   
Co-producers Jill Lewis & GEM Sandy Schultz 

with Director Jim Holmes 
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experience. A short panel discussion led by 
Councilmember Laura Friedman followed the 
play. Information on human trafficking was 
provided by an expert in the field and 
audience participation elicited further open 
discussion in the auditorium. 
 
The goal of the project was to raise public 
awareness regarding human trafficking, violation of human rights, and inform the public as to 
how they can help. As hoped, these discussions continued at the lovely wine and cheese 
reception where guests entered into lively and spirited conversation. The evening was a success 
in many ways. SIG has a history of “shaking things up” and the production of “Body & SOLD” 
certainly accomplished that! The play received wonderful coverage in the newspaper and other 
clubs were spurred to express interest in bringing the play to their communities. 

 
But SIG didn’t rest on its laurels and stop there. And so 
it was that during President Paula Devine’s term (2014-
2015) the Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking 
(CAST) was invited to present on the topic at our 
January program meeting during 
Human Trafficking Month. A 
large “STOP Human Trafficking” 
banner was produced and hung 

from the pedestrian bridge near the split of Verdugo and Canada 
boulevards, conveniently located near Glendale Community College 
where it received maximum exposure to the public in general as well as 
college students.  

  
In January of 2017, under the leadership 
of President Carol Ann Burton (2016-2017), SI Glendale 
partnered with the Commission on the Status of Women to 
raise public awareness by presenting a screening of the 
documentary film “SOLD” at the Brand Library Recital Hall 
for Human Trafficking Awareness month. “SOLD” was based 
on true stories of a 13 year old Nepali 
girl who is sold to a brothel in India. 

The extraordinary story illustrated the brutality of child trafficking, 
which affects millions of children around the globe every year. The 
free presentation once again underscored SI Glendale’s commitment to 
this important issue while raising funds for the Coalition to Abolish 
Slavery and  Trafficking (CAST). 

 
Now we look forward to presenting 
“Human Trafficking 101: A Survivor’s 
Story” in April 2018 at the Glendale 
Community College Student Center, offered free to the public as 
a brown bag lunch session to further raise awareness of the issue. 
 
No doubt Soroptimist International of Glendale will continue to 
build upon its legacy to STOP Human Trafficking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members Lynda Burlison, 
Miryam Finkelberg &  

President Carol Ann Burton at 
“SOLD” screening in 2017 
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